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1. Background
Femicide constitutes the most extreme manifestation of violence against women and girls and a profound failure of prevention, protection and justice systems. These killings are rarely isolated events. They are most often the culmination of patterns of gender-based violence and repeated failures to provide timely protection and accountability.
Effective access to justice in cases of femicide therefore requires more than the existence of criminal offences. It demands investigative approaches that can recognize gender-based patterns of violence and confront institutional bias and systemic failures within justice systems.
Over the past decade, important advances have been made in recognizing femicide as a distinct crime and a serious human rights violation, particularly in Latin America and the Caribbean, a region that has played a leading role in articulating legal and institutional responses to gender-related killings of women. One of the most significant developments in this context has been the emergence of integrated approaches that combine the legal recognition of femicide with specific investigative and prosecutorial guidelines.
In this regard, the Model Protocol for the Investigation of Gender-Related Killings of Women (Femicide/Feminicide), developed by UN Women and OHCHR in 2015, represents a consolidated regional experience grounded in international human rights standards and the principle of due diligence, and offers a reference framework for other regions seeking to strengthen justice responses to lethal violence against women.
Ten years after its publication, the Model Protocol provides a valuable opportunity to reflect on the strengths of this integrated model of response to lethal violence against women, as well as on its limitations and implementation challenges. While progress has been made in several regions, persistent gaps remain, including inconsistent application of gender perspectives in investigations, weaknesses in forensic and evidentiary practices, limited institutional coordination, and enduring gender stereotypes within justice systems.
The Minnesota Protocol is the global standard for investigating unlawful deaths, but it lacks specific guidance on femicide. To address this gap, the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial executions recommended creating an addendum focused on investigating gender-related killings of women and girls. The UN General Assembly supported this recommendation and encouraged the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, together with relevant experts, to lead the drafting process.
In 2024, the Special Rapporteur initiated the development of concise, practitioner-oriented guidance to complement the Minnesota Protocol, with particular attention to forensic practice. This new guidance aims to ensure femicides are properly identified, investigated, documented, and prosecuted, and to strengthen truth, justice, and reparation for victims and their families. It also seeks to improve the recording of gender-based killings and the identification of systemic patterns for effective prevention.
The guidance is intended for justice system professionals—including investigators, forensic experts, prosecutors, law enforcement, and judges—as well as national human rights institutions, UN mechanisms, civil society, and families monitoring femicide investigations.
At the same time, other regions have developed complementary legal, institutional and jurisprudential responses to femicide, offering important lessons on prevention, investigation and accountability. However, opportunities for structured, cross-regional dialogue on how different justice systems address lethal violence against women remain limited.
Against this backdrop, this side event seeks to contribute to the discussions of the Commission on the Status of Women by highlighting the critical role of access to justice in responding to femicide. Drawing on decades of legal reforms, investigative frameworks and institutional practices, the event will invite reflection on the effectiveness of current approaches and the need to strengthen diagnoses and justice responses to lethal violence against women across diverse contexts.

2. Objective
The objective of this side event is to promote cross-regional dialogue on strengthening access to justice in cases of femicide, by examining how integrated legal and investigative approaches have contributed to accountability, where persistent gaps remain, and what adjustments are needed to improve justice responses to lethal violence against women across different regional contexts.
In particular, the event aims to reflect on accumulated experience with the criminalization of femicide and the application of investigative standards, assess their effectiveness in practice, and foster cross-regional exchange on challenges, lessons learned and priorities for improving investigations, prosecutions and institutional accountability.
1. Reflect on the added value of integrated approaches that combine the criminalization of femicide with gender-responsive investigative and prosecutorial standards.
2. Exchange lessons learned and promising practices across regions in the investigation and prosecution of femicide and other forms of lethal violence against women.
3. Identify emerging challenges and priority areas for strengthening justice responses to femicide over the next decade, in line with international human rights standards.

3. Format
The event will take the form of a moderated panel discussion combining short expert interventions with interactive dialogue. The format will prioritize comparative perspectives and cross-regional exchange, encouraging reflection on diverse legal frameworks, investigative practices and institutional models.

4. Audience
The event is open to representatives of governments and justice sector institutions, including judges, prosecutors and policy makers working on access to justice, gender-based violence and criminal justice reform; as well as representatives of international and regional organizations engaged in human rights and gender equality.
The discussion will be particularly relevant for practitioners and experts involved in the investigation and prosecution of femicide, the development or implementation of investigative standards, and the design of institutional responses aimed at strengthening accountability and access to justice for women.

	Duration
	Segment
	Content 
	Speakers

	10 minutes
	Opening remarks
	Welcome and framing of the event in the context of the CSW and access to justice for women 
	

	15 minutes
	Setting the scene
	Legal recognition and investigative standards: assessing advances in the criminalization of femicide and the development of investigative protocols
	

	10 minutes
	Regional experience (LAC)
	Lessons from Latin America: implementation of the Model Protocol, advances and persistent challenges in investigations and prosecutions.
	

	10 minutes
	Other regional perspectives
	Advances and lessons learned from legal and institutional responses to femicide across regions
	

	10 minutes
	Forensic and investigative standards
	The role of forensic practice, evidence and due diligence in femicide cases: the importance of protocols and investigative guidelines
	

	20 minutes
	Moderated panel discussion
	Guided dialogue among panelists on strengths and limits of current investigative models, shared challenges across regions, and priorities for improving access to justice in femicide cases.
	

	10 minutes
	Interactive dialogue with the audience
	Questions and reflections from participants, focusing on cross-regional learning and practical challenges.
	

	5 minutes
	Closing remarks
	Key takeaways and next steps 
	



