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  CONCEPT NOTE
KENYA’S SIDE EVENT AT THE 70TH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 
Date:		17th March 2026
Venue: 	CR-8, UN Headquarters 
Capacity: 	96 Pax
Time:		4.45 - 6.00pm
EVENT TOPIC
PATHWAYS TO JUSTICE: SCALING SOLUTIONS TOWARDS COMBATING TECHNOLOGY-FACILITATED GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
1. INTRODUCTION
As the world becomes increasingly digital, so too do the spaces and means for perpetrating gender-based violence (GBV), by weaponizing technology and online platforms. Technology-facilitated gender-based violence (TFGBV), an emerging and rapidly evolving form of harm, infiltrates both public and private spaces, including homes, workspaces and schools and it has no limits or geographical boundaries. Violence can start online and escalate to physical spaces, or vice-versa, creating a dangerous continuum that can lead to the most extreme forms of violence, including femicide. It manifests itself in various forms: online harassment or cyber stalking, non-consensual sharing of intimate images, sextortion, doxxing, hacking, impersonation, hate speech and gendered abuse. 
However, TFGBV remains inadequately addressed in most national policy and legal frameworks, limiting victim-survivors’ effective reporting, access to justice, and psychosocial support. National governments are advancing digital and judicial reforms, including: creating digital safe spaces for reporting abuse, proposing legal amendments to define TFGBV, establishing courts, adopting virtual and pre-recorded evidence procedures, and investing in specialized training on online exploitation and abuse. These efforts underscore a growing national priority to strengthen digital safety and accelerate coordinated justice reforms.  
The Government of Kenya’s efforts are further strengthened through partnerships with the United Kingdom and UN Women, both of which have demonstrated strong leadership in tackling TFGBV. These partners bring valuable experiences and expertise. The United Kingdom was among the first countries to enact comprehensive legislation to address online harms, notably through the Online Safety Act (2024), which criminalizes certain forms of TFGBV and places accountability on technology companies to enhance user safety. UN Women has likewise been at the forefront advocating for safer online spaces while championing investments in data generation for evidence-based decision-making.
The Government of Norway’s proactive, rights-based approach combines strong legal frameworks, digital platform accountability, survivor-centered support systems, criminalizes a range of online abuses while ensuring these offenses are treated with the same seriousness as offline violence. Cross-sector collaboration with police, prosecutors, technology companies, schools, and civil society organizations prevents abuse and has improved reporting mechanisms. Best practices include integrating digital safety and gender equality education into school curricula, investments in public awareness campaigns, and accessible support services for victims. Responses to TFGBV protect freedom of expression while prioritizing the safety and dignity of women and girls in digital spaces. 
2. RATIONALE FOR THE EVENT
Despite these advances, critical legal and operational gaps persist, prompting the governments to continuously pursue reforms to address barriers that hinder access to justice. TF-GBV is not comprehensively addressed within existing Gender-Based Violence (GBV) policies, a legislative deficiency, that is compounded by limited mechanisms for addressing violence in digital spaces. Further, many individuals experiencing online abuse lack access to legal aid, psychosocial support, and a centralized digital platform for reporting abuse and obtaining referrals for intervention and redress. 
The absence of clear legal mandates and unified digital reporting mechanisms underscore the urgent need for targeted action to safeguard citizens in an increasingly digitized society, prioritization of digital safety and sustained, high-level policy engagement to accelerate reforms and ensure that digital spaces are safe, inclusive, and responsive to the needs of all users.
Specific Objectives
a) To showcase digital innovative mechanisms adopted to combat TF-GBV;
b) To explore potential partnerships to strengthen data for evidence by developing statistical frameworks for prevention and response to TF-GBV; 
c) Strengthen multisectoral collaboration and coordination to develop harmonized internationally accepted legal, regulatory, and policy mechanisms to holding tech-company’s accountable and enforce safety by design to ensure digital safety for all. 
The 70th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW 70), provides a timely platform to reflect on progress, share evidence-based practices, and strengthen accountability for national and global commitments. On the sidelines of this session, the Government of Kenya and the Government, will co-sponsor a side event focusing strengthening institutional systems to combat technology-facilitated gender-based violence.
3. [bookmark: _heading=h.hbidu1qeedj]PROPOSED EVENT FORMAT
The session will include statements from policy makers, a moderated panel discussion with guided questions for the speakers, and a plenary session for comments, questions and answers. The panel discussion will focus on the key legal and policy reforms and other interventions that the Governments of Kenya, UK, Spain and UN-women are undertaking in tackling technology facilitated GBV to enhance access to justice.
The discussion will also look into next steps which include ways of investment in data for evidence and monitoring as well as harmonization of enforcements across the world, considering TFGBV is global in nature and some of the existing bottlenecks are fragmentation in law and enforcement which makes it hard for tech companies to be held accountable.
Participants: Government ministries, justice sector actors, GBV survivors, civil society organisations and development partners.
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PROGRAMME
EVENT TOPIC 
PATHWAYS TO JUSTICE: SCALING SOLUTIONS TOWARDS COMBATING TECHNOLOGY-FACILITATED GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
Date		:	17th March 2026 
Venue		: 	CR-8, UN Headquarters 
Capacity	: 	96 Pax
Time		: 	4.45 - 6.00pm 
	Time
	Session
	Responsibility

	5 Mins
	Introduction of the side event 
	Moderator: Anne Wang’ombe, CBS  
Principal Secretary, State Department for Gender Affairs & Affirmative Action 

	
	                                                              REMARKS

	20 Mins
	Kenya’s Policy Environment on Gender-Based Violence: Challenges and Opportunities   
	Hanna Wendot Cheptumo 
Cabinet Secretary - Ministry of Gender, Culture & Children Services

	
	Comprehensive System for Digital Reporting of GBV Cases
	Government of Spain (TBC)

	
	TBD
	Government of Norway (TBC)

	
	Glocal Justice: Empowering Local Communities to Combat TF-GBV 
	Ford Foundation (TBC)

	
	From Digital Harm to Justice: Closing Gaps in Protection to Accountability
	Nyaradzai Gumbodzvanda
Deputy Executive Director, UN Women

	10 Mins 
	Gender justice reforms: Using Specialised Courts to Accelerate Trauma-Responsive Justice
	Hon. Justice Martha Koome, E.G.H.
Chief Justice of the Republic of Kenya

	   PANEL DISCUSSION
CAROLE AGENG’O - CHAIRPERSON, FEMNET

	5 Mins
	Best Practices in Safeguarding Children Against Online Abuse: Kenya’s Experience
	CPA. Carren Ageng’o
Principal Secretary 
State Department for Children Services 

	5 Mins
	Legal Frameworks on Online Facilitated Gender Based Violence
	Hon. Crystal Asige, MP 
Member of Parliament – Senate

	5 Mins
	UK regulatory – actions to strengthen TF-GBV (TBC)
	Alicia Herbert (TBC)
Envoy on Gender, United Kingdom

	5 Mins
	Inclusive Data Charter
	Lombe Mwambwa 
Observatory on Gender Equality in Sports, Switzerland

	5 Mins
	Beyond the Numbers: How Data Protection and Privacy Laws and Policies Fail Justice for Women and Girls
	Eric Kariuki Mundia
Policy and Advocacy Manager
IPAS Africa Alliance

	10 Mins
	Plenary 
(Question and Answer)
	Carole Ageng’o 
Chairperson, FEMNET
Moderator

	 5 Mins
	Closing Statement
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