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(DRAFT)

Justice for Her: Overcoming Challenges and Transforming the Justice System into a Safe Space for Victims in Gender-Based Violence Cases

Concept Note for the CSW70 (2026) Side Event

Purpose

Violence against women (VAW) is a pervasive human rights violation that affects one out of three women worldwide. Cutting across all distinctions of geography, class or ethnicity, it is firmly grounded in unequal power between women and men and reinforced by discriminatory and gender biased attitudes, norms and practices that both contribute to such violations and allow them to continue, often unchallenged. Despite global commitments to eliminate violence against women and girls, gender-based violence (GBV) remains widespread and systematically underreported, particularly when victims attempt to seek justice. In Thailand, recent WHO estimates indicate that 32.9% of ever-partnered women aged 15-49 have experienced physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence in their lifetime, and 14.3% within the past 12 months[footnoteRef:1], with psychological violence reported most frequently. Reporting remains extremely limited: although an estimated 30,000 incidents of sexual violence occur annually, only around 5,000 cases are reported to authorities, and approximately 1,500 leads to arrest, reflecting significant institutional and structural barriers to justice.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  World Health Organization. 2023. Violence against women prevalence estimates, 2023. Geneva: WHO, p. 109. https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240116962]  [2:  United Nations Human Rights Council. 2025. Report of the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls. (para 47)] 


[bookmark: _Hlk219207858]For many victims[footnoteRef:3], engagement with criminal justice systems does not lead to protection or redress, but instead exposes them to secondary victimization[footnoteRef:4], including victim-blaming, disbelief, repeated or invasive questioning, pressure to reconcile, and the inadequate recognition of psychological and non-physical harm. These challenges are particularly acute where experiences of coercive control, emotional trauma, and sexual violence are insufficiently recognized within existing legal definitions, evidentiary standards, and justice procedures. Barriers to justice are further compounded for women and girls facing intersecting forms of discrimination, including migrant women, refugees, women with disabilities, and LGBTQI+ persons. Factors such as fear of retaliation, legal insecurity, language barriers, stigma, and limited access to victim-centered services continue to deter reporting and restrict meaningful participation in justice processes.[footnoteRef:5] These barriers are not unique to any single country, but reflect shared structural and institutional challenges across different legal systems and regional contexts, underscoring the value of dialogue that brings together national and regional perspectives, including from ASEAN Member States. [3:  The term “victim” is used in this concept note in line with prevailing legal terminology within criminal justice systems and national legal frameworks. It is recognized, however, that many rights-based and survivor-centered approaches prefer the term “survivor” to emphasize agency, dignity, and resilience. Both terms are used in good faith and with respect.]  [4:  International Commission of Jurists (ICJ). 2025. Access to Justice for Sexual and Gender-Based Violence in Thailand: a Baseline Study]  [5:  Winrock International. 2020. Labor Abuse Complaint Mechanisms in Thailand.; International Labour Organization (ILO). (2024). Thailand Migration Report 2024.] 


Against this backdrop, the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) provides a critical global platform for Member States, UN entities, and civil society to examine persistent gaps between normative commitments and the lived realities of victims of violence. As the principal intergovernmental forum dedicated to advancing gender equality and the empowerment of women, CSW offers a timely and strategic space to elevate evidence, share comparative reform experiences, and catalyze political will to strengthen access to justice for victims of gender-based violence. In this context, Nitivajra Institute, Office of the Attorney General, in partnership with Thailand’s Ministry of Social Development and Human Security (MSDHS), UN Women, Thailand Institute of Justice (TIJ) and a victim’s rights advocate organization SHero Thailand, aims to organize a side event, titled Justice for Her: Overcoming Challenges and Transforming the Justice System into  a Safe Space for Victims in Gender-Based Violence Cases to contribute to ongoing global and national dialogues on justice sector reform by spotlighting how criminal justice systems can either perpetuate harm or become instruments of protection, accountability, and rights-based redress. 

The side event will explore the journey of victims through the criminal justice system, examining how legal frameworks, institutional practices, and entrenched gender norms undermine effective access to justice. Drawing on comparative experiences, including ongoing reform efforts in Thailand and other jurisdictions, the discussion will move beyond problem-mapping to focus on practical, victim-centered solutions, reinforcing the relevance of victim-centered, trauma-informed justice responses in advancing CSW’s agreed conclusions and global commitments to end violence against women and girls. These include legal and procedural reforms to safeguard victims of gender-based violence from emotional harm and secondary victimization arising from their engagement with criminal justice proceedings, trauma-informed practices, and accountability mechanisms aligned with the United Nations Updated Model Strategies on the Elimination of Violence against Women. By centering victim realities alongside practitioner experience, the event aims to contribute to justice systems that restore trust, enable meaningful participation, and uphold victims’ rights. 

Objectives:

1. To leverage the CSW side event as a strategic intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder platform to catalyze political will and accountability for justice sector reforms that strengthen victims’ effective access to justice.
2. To use comparative experiences and victim-centered analysis presented during the CSW side event to inform and influence concrete justice reform pathways, translating global norms into actionable legislative, policy, and practice-based reforms at national and sub-national levels.
3. To identify and examine key challenges faced by victims of GBV with criminal justice processes, including barriers that hinder effective access to justice and contribute to secondary victimization.
4. To facilitate the exchange of experiences and practical solutions among like-minded countries to address common obstacles and strengthen access to justice for women and girls. 
5. To explore and promote effective tools and practices to enhance the responsiveness of the criminal justice system and enable women to participate meaningfully in the process through a victim-centered approach. 

Expected Results:

1. Increased political and policy-level recognition among Member State representatives, justice institutions, and UN stakeholders of persistent structural and procedural barriers that undermine victims’ access to justice.
2. Renewed commitments and reform-oriented messaging from participating stakeholders to advance victim-centered, trauma-informed justice responses, including alignment with international standards.
3. Strengthened momentum for follow-up dialogue, technical cooperation, and reform initiatives among participating countries and institutions, supporting the integration of victim-centered and rights-based approaches into ongoing or future justice reform processes.
4. Gained clearer understanding of key challenges faced by victims of GBV when engaging with criminal justice processes, including barriers to access to justice and risks of secondary victimization. 
5. Good practices and solutions exchanged among countries with shared commitments to strengthening access to justice, leading to shared strategies and legal or procedural innovations (such as law reform and the establishment of specialized interview facilities) to address common obstacles and strengthen gaps in existing legal frameworks. 
6. Effective tools and victim-centered practices to enhance responsiveness of criminal justice systems identified, with a focus on enabling meaningful participation and reducing re-traumatization.
7. Comparative insights and information gathered from participating countries to support ongoing law reform which aims at strengthening victim-centered access to justice for all women and girls.

Date and Venue (TBC):
Friday 13 March 2026 at UN premises

Expected Number of In-Person Participants:

The event will convene approximately 50 participants, drawn from a diverse range of Member State representatives, government institutions, UN agencies, and civil society organizations, including policymakers, justice and social service practitioners, women’s rights organizations, and specialized CSOs working on gender-based violence, victim support, and access to justice.

Format of the Side Event:
Hybrid

Structure of the Side Event: TBC

Tentative Agenda (Panel Format, 90 minutes)
(Indicative and subject to confirmation)



	Duration
	Session 
	Guidance 

	00:00 – 00:10
	Opening Remarks and Session Framing 
(Moderator / Organizers)
H.E.Mr.Akkhara PROMPOW
Minister of Social Development and Human Security, Head of Thai delegation 
	• Introduce the purpose of the side event and its link to CSW70 and access to justice 
• Clarify that the session focuses on criminal justice processes and victim-centered responses 
• Outline how the panel discussion will be structured

	00:10 – 00:20
	Setting the Context: Victim-Centered Access to Justice 
(Framing input – 1 speaker)
	• Provide a brief conceptual framing of “access to justice” beyond reporting 
• Highlight common justice-system barriers and risks of secondary victimization 
• Set the analytical lens that panelists should use in their interventions

	00:20 – 01:05
	Panel Discussion: Comparative Approaches to Victim-Centered Justice in Criminal Justice Systems (or Comparative Experiences from ASEAN Civil Law Jurisdictions)
(Panel format – 3–4 panelists)
	Each panelist (5–7 minutes) is invited to address: 
• One key barrier victims face in criminal justice processes in their context 
• One legal, procedural, or institutional practice that has helped strengthen victim-centered access to justice 
• One lesson learned or challenge in implementation

	01:05 – 01:25
	Moderated Q&A and Interactive Exchange 
(Moderator + panelists)
	• Respond to questions from the moderator and participants 
• Reflect on similarities or differences across jurisdictions 
• Share additional insights relevant to legal or procedural reform

	01:25 – 01:30
	Key Takeaways and Closing 
(Moderator / Organizers)
	• Summarize key messages from the panel 
• Highlight common themes and considerations for victim-centered justice reform 
• Close the session
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