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REPUBLIC OF KENYA
[bookmark: _Hlk187053397]SIDE EVENT AT THE 70th SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN (CSW70)
Date:		16th March 2025
Venue: 	Conference Room D
Capacity:	53 Pax
Time:  	1:15 pm- 2:30pm
TOPIC: 	BUILDING ACCOUNTABLE LOCAL SYSTEMS TO REALIZE MATERNAL HEALTH JUSTICE
INTRODUCTION
The 70th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW 70) convenes under the priority theme of ensuring and strengthening access to justice for all women and girls, including by promoting inclusive and equitable legal systems, eliminating discriminatory laws, policies, and practices, and addressing structural barriers. It also reviews women’s full and effective participation and decision-making in public life and the elimination of violence for achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment, underscoring the role of governance in transforming rights into lived realities. 
In Kenya, maternal and perinatal mortality remain pressing justice and rights challenges. Although institutional maternal mortality ratios declined from 132 per 100,000 live births in 2011 to about 97 in 2022. The current maternal mortality rate is approximated at 355 deaths per 100,000 live births, 5 time higher than the WHO target of 70/100000, while the neonatal mortality rate is at 22/1000 live births against a target of 12/100000. Progress has stagnated in recent years, and wide county variations persist, with some counties recording ratios more than double the national average, reflecting deep inequities in quality and access to lifesaving care. Stillbirth rates likewise remained high, underscoring persistent systemic gaps in care and accountability. Globally, similar challenges persist. In Uganda, despite progress, the maternal mortality ratio (MMR) remains high at 336 per 100,000 live births (UDHS 2016), and neonatal mortality stands at 22 deaths per 1,000 live births. Sri Lanka, while a regional leader with an MMR of 36 per 100,000 live births, has seen a stagnation in further reduction, and its neonatal mortality rate (NMR) of 5.2 per 1,000 live births indicates a critical area for continued focus.  Compounding these challenges is the “triple threat” facing women and girls, HIV, adolescent pregnancies, and sexual and gender-based violence, which represents a profound justice failure, rooted in structural discrimination, stigma, and unequal power dynamics.
To confront these gaps, a group of frontline healthcare workers in drawn from different counties in Kenya, and in collaboration,  key Government agencies and partners, launched the Inter-County Maternal and Perinatal Death Surveillance and Response (MPDSR) Initiative, a governance-led platform that strengthens accountability and coordination across counties to identify every maternal or newborn death or near-miss, review the underlying causes, and translate lessons into corrective action. This model resonates with experiences in Uganda and Sri Lanka. Uganda's national MPDSR system, reinforced by regulatory frameworks, has been instrumental in identifying systemic failures and driving targeted quality improvement initiatives. Sri Lanka's localized implementation of MPDSR emphasizes community-centered governance, integrating traditional surveillance with community feedback mechanisms to address gaps in care at the periphery. The MPDSR initiative fills critical gaps in traditional surveillance and response by linking real-time data with governance mechanisms that hold decision-makers and service providers accountable to community priorities, ensure transparency in public health responses, and close the divide between policy and practice which is essential for equitable access to justice in health and related services for women and girls.
By anchoring this approach in sub-accountability and supported by county legislation, budget allocations for quality care, and inclusive oversight mechanisms, the MPDSR process exemplifies how decentralized governance can eliminate systemic discrimination, uphold the constitutional right to health and accountability, and expand access to justice for all women and girls. This side event will present these lessons to inform global policy dialogue and share replicable governance solutions that accelerate implementation of gender equality conventions.
RATIONALE FOR THE EVENT 
Guided by Kenya’s commitment to gender equality as articulated in its Constitution, national policies, and international obligations, the country has made significant strides in strengthening access to justice, enhancing women’s participation in public life, and addressing persistent forms of discrimination and violence against women and girls. Devolution has been central to this progress, creating an essential bridge between global commitments and practical implementation. Through Kenya’s 47 County Governments, the nation has been able to advance community-centered approaches that speak directly to the lived realities of women and girls and ensure that no one is left behind. 
Access to justice for women extends beyond courts and legal remedies to include accountability for systemic failures that disproportionately affect women’s lives, health, and dignity. This is especially true in addressing the “triple threat” of HIV, teenage pregnancies, and sexual violence, a convergence of crises that highlights justice gaps in health systems, legal protection, and social support. In many contexts, fragmented governance, weak accountability mechanisms, and limited inter-jurisdictional coordination undermine women’s rights, even where progressive laws exist. These challenges are particularly pronounced in decentralized systems, were service delivery responsibilities rest with sub-national governments.

Kenya’s Inter-County MPDSR Initiative provides a compelling example of how women’s leadership at the sub-national level can transform accountability systems into instruments of justice. By institutionalizing data-driven review, inter-county collaboration, and corrective action, MPDSR shifts preventable harm from being normalized to being treated as a governance failure requiring redress. The impact of such governance-focused MPDSR systems is evident in partner countries. In Uganda, the institutionalization of MPDSR has contributed to a measurable decline in maternal mortality over the past decade by fostering a culture of accountability and continuous quality improvement in health facilities. In Sri Lanka, the localized MPDSR model has been pivotal in sustaining low maternal mortality rates and actively addressing the stubborn challenge of neonatal mortality by ensuring community-level complications are systematically reviewed and rectified. Women leaders within county governments have been central to championing this approach, strengthening oversight, fostering collaboration, and ensuring that systemic gaps are addressed collectively rather than in isolation.
As the global community reflects at CSW 70 on accelerating gender equality and justice, this side event responds directly to the need for concrete, replicable examples of how sub-national women’s leadership can operationalize and deliver measurable justice outcomes for women and girls.The shared experiences of Kenya, Uganda, and Sri Lanka demonstrate that the MPDSR framework is a powerful vehicle for justice, adaptable to diverse contexts to directly tackle the drivers of maternal and neonatal mortality.  Participants will gain firsthand insights into how Kenya’s counties are unlocking new possibilities for justice, safety, and empowerment through coordinated action, innovative programming, and inclusive governance practices. They will also have an opportunity to examine how these local successes can inform regional and global approaches to strengthening justice systems and advancing the rights of women and girls.
SESSION OBJECTIVES
a) To highlight the role of women’s leadership at the sub-national level in advancing access to justice through accountable, data-driven, and rights-based governance approaches.
b) To showcase the Inter-County MPDSR Initiative as a practical governance mechanism through which sub-national governments address systemic barriers affecting women and girl’s access to essential health services.
c) To contribute to global policy dialogue under CSW 70 by identifying priorities and actionable solutions for advancing gender equality and strengthening inclusive governance and justice systems.
FORMAT
The session will be modelled around a panel discussion and a keynote address. The panel discussions will be drawn from a wider range of stakeholders including government agencies, Civil Society and UN agencies. The side event will also include comments from the participants in order to enrich the discussions within the time allocated.
Targeted Audience: Participants who would benefit from or contribute to this side event will include government officials and policymakers from other countries; representatives from gender-focused NGOs, CSOs, and international organizations; women leaders and scholars focusing on women’s political participation, leadership and decision making
EXPECTED OUTCOMES
a) Increased recognition of sub-national women leaders as critical actors in advancing access to justice and delivering gender-responsive governance outcomes.
b) Enhanced understanding of MPDSR as a justice and accountability tool, beyond a sectoral intervention, with relevance for replication in other sub-national contexts.
c) Strengthened knowledge exchange among policymakers and practitioners on leveraging inter-governmental coordination to address structural inequalities affecting women and girls.
SESSION PROGRAMME
	TIME 
	SESSION
	RESPONIBILITY

	5 Mins
	Introduction to the Side Event
	Moderator: Ms. Mary Mwiti- CEO,
Council of Governors

	5 Mins
	Welcoming Remarks
	Ms. Hannah Cheptumo
Cabinet Secretary - Ministry of Gender, Culture and Children Services, Kenya

	10 Mins
	Keynote Address:
Women’s Leadership & Sub-National Governance for Justice
	H.E. Anne Waiguru, EGH
Governor - Kirinyaga County Government, Kenya

	Documentary: MPDRS IN ACTION (5 Mins)

	5 Mins
	Male Involvement and leadership in advancing Gender Justice through the MPDSR process
	H.E Muthomi Njuki, EGH
Governor, Tharaka Nithi County, Kenya

	5 Mins
	Leveraging on legislative and policy interventions for sustainable Gender Equality and Justice
	Hon. Catherine Muyeka Mumma, MP
 Chairperson, Kenya Women Senators Association

	5 Mins
	Regulatory Frameworks & Maternal Care: Lessons from Uganda
	Dr. Richard Mugahi
Commissioner - Reproductive, Maternal and Child Health, Ministry of Health, Republic of Uganda

	5 Mins
	From Access to Dignity: Advancing Maternal and Perinatal Health Justice for Adolescents
	Ms. Esther Wambui
Executive Director, Zamara Foundation

	5 Mins
	Localizing MPDSR: Lessons from Sri Lanka’s Implementation of MPDSR Governance and Community-Centered Approaches
	Representative from Ministry of Health in Sri Lanka (TBD)

	5 Mins
	Community - Centered Action & Addressing the Triple Threat
	Mr. Douglas Bosire
Ag. CEO, NSDCC 

	5 Mins
	Implementer’s View: Enhancing Maternal Justice at Community Level
	Dr. Mary Maina,
Kiambu County

	5 Mins
	How the MPDSR System is utilized to Address Systemic Gender and Racial Inequities in Maternal Health.
	TBD

	10 Mins
	Plenary and closing remarks
	Moderator
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