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SIDE EVENT OF THE MALIAN DELEGATION TO CSW70

Terms of reference

Topic: Endogenous responses to combating violence against women and girls: Role of authorities and traditional leaders 

13 March 2026, 10:00-11:15 a.m.
Conference Room 9
United Nations Headquarters

I. Background and rationale
The crisis in Mali has seriously affected the population due to the reduction in socio-economic and cultural activities and the deterioration of basic social services, national and community protection systems and mechanisms. Physical, sexual, and psychological violence has been exacerbated, particularly against women and girls. In 2024, 25,733 cases of violence against women and girls were recorded, of which 12,722 were dealt with. 
To prevent and respond to violence against women, the Government has put in place policies and programs aiming to protect and promote the rights of women and girls.
In addition, it has adopted Mali Vision 2063, a reference document for all of the country's economic and social development policies, so that our people can enjoy the benefits of the extensive reforms undertaken, particularly in the areas of security, good governance, justice, and economic and social development. 
In order to ensure ownership of the peace process, the Government has further involved traditional and religious authorities and leaders in the search for endogenous solutions. As guardians of societal values, these authorities play both a normative and educational role. 
As part of combating violence against women and girls, they mediate between the perpetrator and the victim and impose sanctions according to the circumstances, taking into account local customs and traditions. In addition, they provide victims with support in accessing social services and help to find a collective response by promoting positive behavior and fostering an environment of respect and justice.

II. Objectives
a) General objective
Promoting the role of traditional authorities and leaders in the prevention of and response to violence against women and girls.
b) Specific objectives 
This involves: 
· Raising awareness on the measures taken by the State, including at the community level, to prevent and respond to violence against women and girls; 
· Explaining the central role of traditional and religious authorities and leaders in preventing and responding to violence against women and girls; 
· Sharing experiences and best practices in terms of synergies between the State, traditional and religious authorities and leaders, social partners, and development partners in combating violence against women and girls. 
Expected Results 
· Multisectoral measures taken by the State to prevent and respond to violence against women and girls are shared; 
· The central role of traditional authorities and leaders in community prevention and response to violence against women and girls is valued;
· Experiences and good practices in terms of synergies between the State, traditional authorities and leaders, social partners, and development partners in community responses to violence against women and girls are shared.

III.  Participants:
The event is open to delegations from Member States, United Nations agencies, technical and financial partners, regional and international organizations, and civil society.
IV. Budget allocation: State.
Annex
	N° 
	PANEL PROGRAM
	DURATION

	1
	Opening ceremony
	20 min.

	· 
	Welcome remarks by the moderator
	5 min.

	· 
	Address by the MPFEF 
	5 min.

	· 
	Presentation
	10 min.

	2
	Discussion with the audience
	30 min.

	3
	Closing remarks
	5 min.
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