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Side Event Proposal – CSW70 – NYC – March 2026
Gender Justice:

Access to Justice,  Effective Institutions and Structural Transformation

Proposer:
Brazil – Ministry of Women
Suggested co-sponsor: 
Colombia (TBC), Mexico, South Africa (TBC), Namibia (TBC), Rwanda (TBC), UN-Women (TBC)
MESECVI – Follow-Up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention (TBC)
UNFPA – United Nations Population Fund (TBC)
1. Period: Week 2 (16-19 March 2026)

2. Suggested date: March 17
3. Suggested time: 13h15 – 14h30
4. Format: 75 minutes Round Table (in person and online audience).
5. Host: Ministry of Women of Brazil
6. Estimated participants: 96
7. Technical resources:

Multimedia equipment for audio and video presentations

Translation to Portuguese, Spanish and English

Gender Justice:

Access to Justice,  Effective Institutions and Structural Transformation

Event Description
1. Context
The Seventieth Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW70) will address as its priority theme: Ensuring and strengthening access to justice for all women and girls, including by promoting inclusive and equitable legal systems, eliminating discriminatory laws, policies and practices, and addressing structural barriers. This is because women's right to access justice, as a fundamental and cross-cutting human right, ‘is intrinsically linked to women's right to equality in all aspects of family and public life, freedom from gender-based violence, sexual and reproductive health and rights, and opportunities for economic empowerment’.i 

Women and girls in diverse situations and conditions are disproportionately affected by barriers to access to justice. As pointed out in the analyses and policy recommendations developed by UN human rights mechanisms and OHCHR, "women's access to justice is hampered by several obstacles, including inadequate legal structures, deficient procedural and evidentiary requirements and practices, the failure to systematically ensure that judicial mechanisms are physically, economically, socially and culturally accessible to all women, discriminatory interpretation of the law, gender stereotypes, socio-economic inequalities, multiple and intersectional forms of discrimination, stigma for victims and survivors of gender-based violence, and under-representation of women in judicial systems. These barriers impede women's ability to seek redress for human rights violations and to participate fully in legal processes. 

2. Justification
The side event aims to bring together perspectives from various actors on the possibility and challenge of realising the right of access to justice for women and girls when the legal systems of most countries are designed, like political systems, ‘as if we were equal, when the whole of society is organised in such a way that we cannot be equal’ (Fraser, 2025)ii. 
This is relevant to ensuring that abused women have guaranteed access to justice, as the ‘existence of mechanisms and strategies to make access to formal justice real access, with its effectiveness through the organisation, administration and distribution of justice’ (Pasinato, 2015, p. 412) iii is essential to guaranteeing rights. 
Social and economic vulnerabilities, associated with deficient public policies and inefficient structures and institutions, impact access to justice, not restricted to the rights of women in situations of violence. Lauris points out that the “relationship between inequality, exclusion, justice and rights takes on the contours of a vicious circle: due to levels of inequality and mechanisms of exclusion, access to justice and rights is denied; when this is rejected, existing patterns of inequality and exclusion are maintained. Consequently, the issue of access has been highlighted above all by its denial, that is, by the perpetuation of processes of social differentiation and hierarchisation as causes and consequences of limitations on access to justice and rights (Lauris, 2009, p. 122) iv. 
Access to justice cannot be fully understood without examining the economic structures that shape contemporary democratic possibilities. This event proposes a reflection on how contemporary capitalism – in its ‘cannibalistic’ form, as theorised by Nancy Fraser – systematically erodes the conditions necessary for the realisation of gender justice, devouring the very foundations that make substantive democracy and women's human rights possible. 

This event, therefore, invites debate on the internal contradictions of contemporary capitalism and its implications for access to justice. By unveiling how the cannibalistic dynamics of the system limit and pervert democracy while depending on the conditions they systematically destroy, we will seek to build shared understandings about alternative paths. Paths that reconnect social justice, gender equality, and substantive democratic participation—not only within predefined spheres, but by democratising the very process of defining how we want to organise our collective life. Where women's rights are not only formally proclaimed but materially realised in all dimensions of social existence, and where we can recover the collective capacity to imagine and build alternatives to cannibalistic capitalism. 

Understanding the democratic crisis and the challenges to access to justice requires abandoning isolated analyses of each social sphere. The political crisis cannot be disconnected from the economic, reproductive and environmental crises – all interconnected expressions of a crisis of the social order as a whole. Every capitalist society institutes fundamental divisions: between market and state, between production and reproduction, between exploited labour and expropriated labour, between human society and non-human nature. These divisions mask deep dependencies: capital requires unpaid care work to maintain its supply of labour, it requires expropriated labour to make “free” labour profitable, and it requires nature as a free source of inputs and a repository for waste. 

The current capitalist system operates through a logic of expropriation that permeates three fundamental dimensions of social life. In the economic sphere, capital appropriates labour, unpaid reproductive work performed mainly by women, treating care as an infinite and free resource. This systematic expropriation not only sustains accumulation but also naturalises women's economic subordination, blocking access to the material resources necessary to exercise rights. In the cultural and social sphere, we are witnessing the commodification of struggles for recognition: emancipatory demands are captured by the market and transformed into consumer niches, emptying them of their transformative potential. In the political sphere, democratic institutions are colonised by corporate interests, drastically restricting women's ability to participate effectively in decisions that affect their lives and perpetuating patriarchal power structures. 

Finally, the concept of ‘participatory parity’ developed by Fraser offers a crucial normative horizon for thinking about access to justice. A just society would be one in which there are no distributive, recognition or representation barriers to full participation on equal terms. Going further, it is not enough to ensure that everyone can participate in the economy or social reproduction on the given terms – it is necessary to democratise the very institutional design of society, the process of defining what forms of participation we want to have and how different spheres should relate to each other. 

3. Programme and Panelists

Opening and Welcome 

Minister of State for Women and Competent National Authorities from Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, South Africa, Namibia and Rwanda (TBC).
Panel 1: 

Nancy Fraser (TBC) 

Executive Secretary of MESECVI (TBC) 

Panel 2: 

Janja Lula da Silva or Élida Lauris (TBC) 

Executive Director of UN Women (TBC) 

UNFPA – United Nations Population Fund (TBC) 

Opening for other contributions from high-level participants 

Closing 

Moderation: Ministry of Women - Brazil


